THE US DRUG WAR IN MEXICO 





Introduction 



This zine tells the stories of how the US Drug War affects communities and 
constituencies in Mexico. It is only an introduction; hardly an exhaustive compendium. 
We have sifted through numerous news articles, blog posts, and personal stories and 
highlighted what we believe are pieces that provide some of the most useful and 
insightful information about the affect of the Drug War in Mexico. We also realize that the 
Drug War did not begin and will not end in Mexico. It is present across Latin America and 
into the United States. For our purposes, we wanted to focus on one country as an 
example, and the US Drug War in Mexico is garnering a lot of attention at this moment 
because of the contemptible level of atrocities created by the war between governments 
and drug cartels. 

In the last four years, over 40,000 people have died in the US sponsored drug war in 
Mexico, while 10,000 more have been disappeared. The majority of the victims are 
youths, and only two percent of the cases have been solved, leaving families overcome 



WHO WE ARE 



PORTLAND CENTRAL AMERICA SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE 

In English below 

"Si has venido para ayudarme, estas desperdiciando el tiempo. . . Pero si has venido porque tu 
liberation esta interconectada con la mia, entonces trabajemos juntos." 
-Lilla Watson 

PCASC es una organization democratica dirigida y gestionada por voluntarios que cuenta con 
solamente dos empleados de medio tiempo. Desde llenar sobres hasta tomar el papel de lider 
para organizar una manifestation, PCASC tiene un puesto para ti. 

PCASC educa y moviliza a la comunidad, los trabajadores, y los estudiantes en la lucha por los 
derechos humanos y la justicia social en las Americas. Tenemos tres funciones importantes: 

1. Educamos e informamos a nuestra comunidad acerca de la situation politica y social en Centro 
y Sudamerica. 

2. Recaudamos fondos para apoyar los diferentes movimientos sociales. 

3. Nos oponemos activamente a la intervention imperialista por parte de los Estados Unidos en 
Latinoamerica, la cual lleva a cabo a traves de los tratados de libre comercio y la industria belica. 

Nos reunimos el primer y tercer miercoles de cada mes de 7pm a 9pm en nuestra oficina, donde 
planeamos y evaluamos nuestro trabajo para construir solidaridad inter-fronteriza en las 
Americas. 



"If you have come here to help me, then you are wasting your time. . . But if you have come 
because your liberation is bound up with mine, then let us work together." 
-Lilla Watson 



PCASC is a democratic, volunteer- led and run organization with just two half- time staff people. 
From stuffing envelopes to taking a lead role in organizing an action, PCASC has a place for you. 
PCASC educates and mobilizes the community, workers, and students in the fight for human 
rights and social justice in the Americas. We have three important functions: 

1. We educate 8c inform our community about the sociopolitical situation in Latin America. 

2. We raise funds to support different social movements. 

3. We actively oppose imperialist intervention by the United States in Latin America, which is 
manifested by free trade agreements and the defense industry. 

We meet the 1st and 3rd Wednesday of every month from 7pm to 9pm at our office. 

WWW.PCASC.NET 



with sorrow, helplessness and contempt the failed political system that has allowed this 
situation to to overwhelm communities. 

Almost all of Mexico is struggling to establish order as the effects of violent battles 
between rival drug gangs, police and military entangle and devastate the entire population. 

Meanwhile in the US, the Drug War is pushed as the only possible solution to drug use 
and gang violence, despite conclusive evidence and testimonies from national leadership 
that the Drug War has failed to meet any of its goals. The drug war is not stopping drug 
trafficking or drug usage; it is militarizing Latin America and helping maintain US power in 
the region. 

Since President Felipe Calderon took office in 2006, he has followed the United States' 
lead in "fighting a war on drugs" by criminalizing drug use and violently attacking effects 
rather than addressing root causes of drug use. Together, Mexico and the US have 
implemented destructive policies like Plan Merida similar to Plan Colombia, and the 
National Security Law similar to the Patriot Act. 

The failed Drug War is the reason for the increase in violence and the Drug War itself is a 
tool of violence. In April 2011 , the citizens of Mexico's swelling social movement, No Mas 
Sangre, have asked that we in the US, together with them, carry out bi-national actions in 
order to collectively denounce the violent tactics that our governments are promoting and 
executing. PCASC stands in solidarity with the human beings across the border by 
creating awareness and solidarity in the U.S. 

We understand the privilege that PCASC members have to discuss the abuses of civil 
rights, the politics, and the root causes the US Drug War in Mexico. Reporters and social 
media writers from Mexico that cover these atrocities have a tendency to be assassinated. 
We take this privilege and responsibility seriously. 

Our mission is to tell the stories of the people on the front lines of this struggle and fight for 
change from our own US leadership. Our responsibility is to stop the funding of the Drug 
War, which now exceeds $1 billion, and to elevate solutions that address the root causes 
of the drug crisis. 

The Drug War is a war - and like most wars it is about economics, power, and oppression. 
The Drug War is a failure and an injustice. The US population is beginning to acknowledge 
that we are involved in an endless war against an invisible enemy. We must treat the true 
problems-economic instability, corporation profiteering, and militarization of communities- 
and discard false, discredited, and ultimately, failing solutions. 



PORTLAND CENTRAL AMERICA SOLIDARITY COMMITTEE 

WWW.PCASC.NET 

503.236.7916 

INFO@PCASC.NET 



WEED IS THE NEW CRACK 



OF ALL DRUG ARRESTS, NEARLY SO PERCENT ARE FOR MARIJUANA. 

ARRESTS FOR DRUG ABUSE VIOLATIONS IN THE US, 2009 



DRUG ADUSE VIOLATIONS: SALE/ MANUFACTURING 
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DRUG ABUSE VIOLATIONS: POSSESSION 
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MARIJUANA HEROIN, SYNETHETIC. OTHER 

COCAINE, MANUFACTURED 

DERIVATIVES DRUGS 



DRUG ABUSE VIOLATIONS: MARIJUANA POSSESSION. BY REGION 



LA COUNTY IS LESS 
THAN 10% BLACK, BUT 
MORE THAN 30% OF 
THOSE ARRESTED FOR 
MARIJUANA POSSESSION 
ARE AFRfCAN AMERICAN. 



NORTHEAST: 47*4 



Source " Targeting Blacks for Marijuana.: 

Possession Arrests of African Americans 
in California, SOU-i-tlB" Drug Policy 
Alliance, LA: June 2010. 



IN NYC, YOUNG WHITE 

WOMEN AND MEN SMOKE 

' WEED AT A HIGHER RATE 

THAN THEIR BLACK AND BROWN 

COUNTERPARTS. YET THE NYPD IS 

7 TIMES MORE LIKELY TO ARREST A 

YOUNG BLACK PERSON AND NEARLY 4 

TIMES AS LIKELY TO ARREST A YOUNG 

LATINO FOR WEED POSSESSION. 

Source-: "VTS Million a Year: The Cost of 



Drug Policy Alliance, NY: March 2011. 




WEST: 34.3% 



Source: Federal Bureau of Investigation. Crime in th» United States, 2009. 

Washington, DC: FBI 2010. 



DEMANDS FROM PCASC 



Halt funding of the Drug War and 
militarization of Latin America; 

Reallocate funding to address 

prevention, medical and mental health 

needs, and social inequality; 

Legalization of drugs, elimination of 

the black market; 

Repeal all Free Trade Agreements and 
renegotiation from a Fair Trade 

perspective; 

Recognition of asylum seekers from 
countries where Drug War violence 
has created forced migration; 

Support the self-determination of 

communities. 



They ask that we do this by carrying out bi-national actions among the people of Mexico to 
denounce the militaristic strategy of the US government, and to demand a stop to the trafficking 
and purchasing of US weapons. They demand that forums are opened for the discussion of the 
decriminalization of the consumption of drugs. In solidarity, they ask that we boycott corporations 
that damage environmental rights and endanger the lives of various communities throughout 
Mexico. 

Source: Citizens Pact for Peace with Justice and Dignity www.cipamericas.org/archives4972 



DEMANDS FROM MEXICAN 
SOCIAL MOVEMENTS 



Truth and justice for the assassinations 

committed; 

An end to the War on Drugs and the use of 
citizen-run security initiatives; 

An end to corruption and impunity; 

An end to profit-making from crime; 

Attention be paid to the dire situation of 
youth in order to begin reconstructing the 

social fabric of society; 

Participatory democracy, better 
representative democracy, and 
democratization of the media. 



WOMEN IN PRISON 




number of states that don't 
require medical examinations 
as a part of prison prenatal 



48 



number of states that don't 
offer pregnant prisoners 
HIV screenings. 




states ctorrl require Input 
from medical staff when 
deciding whether restraints 
like handcuffs, leg irons 
or waist chains *will he 
used during labor, delivery 
andior recovery. 

Source: '"Mothers Behind Bars," 
The Rebecca Project for Human 
Riaht&sod National Women's 
Law Center; October 2010. 



WOMEN ARE THE FASTEST GROWING SECTOR OF THE PRISON 
POPULATION. SINCE 1&7T, THEIR NUMBERS HAVE GROWN BY 
757 PERCENT. MORE THAN SO PERCENT OF WOMEN IN JAIL SAY 
THEY'VE BEEN PHYSICALLY OR SEXUALLY ARUSEO BEFORE THEIR 
IMPRISONMENT, COMPARED TO ABOUT Id PERCENT OF MEN. 

AU THORIT1 ES ARE 3 . O I IVI 

MORE LIKELY TO INCARCERATE A 

BLACK WOMAN and 

1 .6 (IVIES' MORE LIKELY 

TO INCARCERATE A LATINO 

WOMAN THAN THEIR WHITE COUNTERPARTS 





A BLACK WOMAN IS 4.8 TIMES MORE LIKELY THAN A WHITE 
WOMAN TO BE SENT TO PRISON FOR A DRUG VIOLATION, 



A 






ALTHOUGH PREGNANT WHITE AND BLACK WOMEN TAKE 
DRUGS AT SIMILAR RATES, BLACK MOTHERS-TO-BE ARE 10 
TIMES AS LIKELY TO BE REPORTED TO CHILD WELFARE FOR 
DRUG USE. 

Source: "Fact Sheet: Women, Prison and the Drug W^r," Drug Policy 

Alliance- 



PARENTS DON'T GO TO JAIL ALONE 



THERE ARE 2.7 MILLION CHILDREN WHO HAVE A PARENT BEHIND BARS AND 54 PERCENT OF INMATES 

ARE PARENTS WITH CHILDREN UNDER 1B.INCLUDINC MORE THAN 120,000 MOTHERS AND 1.1 MJLLJON 
FATHERS. 



WHULE ONE-THIRD OF INCARCERATED PARENTS ARE SERVING TIME FOR A VIOLENT CRIME. THE 
OFFENSES OF THE OTHER TWO-THIRDS WERE NON-VIOLENT, WITH MORE THAN ONE-QUARTER OF ALL 

CONVICTIONS COMING FROM DRUG OFFENSES- ALL TOLD, 1 PERCENT OF ALL CHILDREN CURRENTLY 
HAVE A PARENT SERVING TIME FOR A DRUG CRIME. 
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1 IN 3 BLACK CHILDREN [11.4 %| 
HAVE A PARENT INCARCERATED. 

IN 1980. .3 PERCENT OF BLACK 
CHILDREN HAD A PARENT 
INCARCERATED FOR A 
NONVIOLENT DRUG OFFENSE. 
BY ZOOS. 3.8 PERCENT DID 
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1 IN 28 LATINO CHILD-REN (3-.S %) 
HAVE A PARENT INCARCERATED. 

IN 1000, .4 PERCENT OF LATINO 

CHILDREN HAD A PARENT 
INCARCERATED FOR A NONVIOLENT 
DRUG OFFEWSE. BY JOOB, 1 
PERCENT DID 



10% OF CHILDREN WITH MOTHERS 
INCARCERATED IN STATE PRISON 
ARE IN FOSTER HOMES OR 
AGENCIES, AMD 79% LIVE WITH A 
GRANDPARENT OR RELATIVE. 
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1 IN 57 WHITE CHILDREN (1-8 "Si) 
HAVE A PARENT INCARCERATED. 



IN 1930, .0 PERCENT OF WHITE 

CHILDREN HAD A PARENT 
INCARCERATED FOR NON- 
VIOLENT DRUG OFFENSES. BY 

2O0B, ONLY .3- PERCENT OIO. 



Source; "Collateral Casts: Incarceration's Effect on Economic Mobil 
Charitable Trusts: September. 2 01 G. 



\y," The Pew 



DRUG TREATMENT 



NATIONWIDE, WHITE MEN AND WOMEN REPRESENT ALMOST 
62% OF SUBSTANCE ABUSE TREATMENT ADMISSIONS. 
BLACKS MAKE UiP 24% AND LATINOS LESS THAN 13%. 



'Caught in the Net: 



>mcn and Families. 
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The Drug War is about economics, 



power, and oppression. And like most 
wars, it is a failure and an injustice. 

The Drug War is destroying Latin American communities and 
wasting US tax dollars, while enabling a racist private prison- 
industrial complex. To combat the effects of the Drug War, we must 
treat the true problems: economic destabilization, corporate 
profiteering, and the militarization of communities. 

Drop the Drug War is a campaign undertaken by PCASC sub- 
committee Hands off Latin America [HOLA]. The explosion of 
violence in Mexico, the increased militarization of Latin America in 
the name of the Drug War, and the upsurge of popular opposition to 
the Drug War across Latin America make this campaign timely and 
relevant. We will engage our networks to educate and mobilize 
opposition to Drug War funding and policy, organizing for root-cause 
solutions. 

While PCASC focuses on acting in solidarity with popular 
movements in Latin America and organizing in opposition to US 
interventionist policies, we recognize that the drug war is complex 
and global. 

Key goals of our campaign include build- ing coalitions across issues 
and communities and developing a broad analysis of the failure and 
the fraud of the drug war. The purpose of this campaign is to publicly 
question the true nature, roots, and intentions of the US Drug War. 
Our function is to declare that the Drug War is a failure and the US is 
the driving force behind the Drug War, both in terms of consumption 
of drugs and destruction of Latin America. 

Drop the 
Drug War 

STOP THE VIOLENCE, 
TREAT THE CAUSES, 
EMPOWER COMMUNITIES 



We will work to: 
change public 
discourse about the 
Drug War to elevate 
the truth about the 
nature, the roots, and 
the intentions of the 
Drug War through 
education, action, an 
collaboration; 

• connect the 
campaign to local, 
national, and 
international 
movements against 
the Drug War; 

• engage in grassroots 
advocacy to stop the 
funding of the Drug 
War, targeting local 
elected officials; 

• build a network of 
allies that can mobilize 
to stop drug war 
legislation (e.g. Plan 
Central America) that 
uses the Drug War as 
an excuse to militarize 
and dominate Latin 
America. 

What Can I Do? Invite 
HOLA to your 
organization, church 
group, or labor 
union to do a short 
presentation or invite 
us to do a two-hour 
popular education 
workshop on Failure of 
Fraud: the US Drug 
War. 







Social Movements: Innovating solutions 

Today, because the friends and relatives of victims raise their voices against the atrocities that 
the Mexican people are suffering, the voices are finding one another and one large movement 
with a strong presence is beginning to form from the thousands of individuals. 

The Movement for Peace with Justice and Dignity is the name of a nonviolent Mexican mass 
movement that was formed in response to the drug war. This time, instead of yelling out with 
anger and frustration, the voices are calling out for justice. 39 

In essence, the movement is providing a medium through which citizens can address the 
problems of violence and militarization, which they believe turn public security forces against 
society. The movement is calling for peaceful methods to address the extreme violence from the 
cartels that is currently being met with more violence from government and armed forces. 

Family, friends, allies and victims came together on June 10, 2011 , to craft the Citizens' Pact for 
Peace with Justice and Dignity. 

The purpose of the document is to provide citizens and victims with knowledge and create a 
framework through which they can register complaints, build strong resistance, seek justice, and 
transform the dominant militaristic concepts, models and strategies that have been imposed on 
the communities from the outside. 

Representatives of the Peace Movement oppose Calderon's National Security law, which 
legalizes presidential decisions to use repressive measures that react to symptoms rather than 
address causes. 

The law is unconstitutional in that it redistributes public and national security functions among 
the armed forces and police without clearly and sufficiently defining both. 

Under this law, the armed forces are allowed to step in and coordinate "public safety" when the 
constitution clearly only permits them to participate by providing support in crisis situations. The 
incorporation of military personnel in public safety opens the door to substitution of local and 
state authorities for federal Armed Forces and security personnel, which affects the states' rights 
and sovereignty. Finally, the new law makes it so military personnel would be tried in civil courts 
only when the military deems it fitting. 

The Citizens' Pact calls for truth and justice on behalf of victims, an end to the war strategy, a 
replacement strategy that offers citizen security with a human rights perspective, zero tolerance 
for corruption and impunity, an examination of the economic roots of organized crime, 
alternatives for youth, measures for the "recuperation and reconstruction of the social fabric," 
participatory and representative democracy, a non-partisan model for peace grounded in justice 
and dignity, labor reform, and indigenous rights. 

Under each theme in the pact, there is an outline of demands and actions of resistance. 
Obviously, this social movement may have initiated in recent years with the drug war, but the 
changes being fought for address many injustices that date back to colonization. 

The pact calls for residents of the US to carry out concrete actions in solidarity and support. 



Legalization: A Common Sense 
Approach to Drug Policy 

"As America's poorly waged war on drugs continues, and 
Mexican drug cartels slaughter hundreds of people just 
south of the border, the need for rational, reasonable drug 
laws has never been more pressing. 
...(T)he Greek government is considering a bill that would 
decriminalize all drugs. The bill's supporters say it's 
necessary in order to ease the burdens on prisons and 
stop treating sick addicts like criminals. "We have prisons 
full of inmates for drug-related offenses," Deputy Justice 
Minister Giorgos Petalotis said. "These are people who 
need help." 

A recent study in Portugal shows that Greece is making 
the right move. The Western European nation 
decriminalized drugs, including cocaine and heroin, in 
July 2001 . Ten years later, far from turning into a pit of sad 
junkies, Portugal has seen its number of "problematic" 
drug addicts — those regularly using hard drugs or 
shooting up intravenously — cut in half. Infections amongst 
intravenous users and drug-related crimes are also down. 

The secret, according to Portuguese authorities, is to 
pair decriminalization with serious and mandatory drug 
treatment programs. In Portgual, it's not legal to do drugs, 
but people caught with drugs don't face a criminal court. 
Instead, they speak with an addiction panel that makes 
recommendations on a case-by-case basis. 

With results like Portugal's, it's becoming increasingly 
obvious that America's drug bans are most beneficial for 
two groups: drug dealers and prison builders." 

http://www.good.is/post/portugal-s-drug-policy-puts- 
america-s-to-shame 



It could tie argued that the War on Drugs is the 
longest and most expensive war never fought by 
the United States... Each and every year^ billions of 
dollars are spent, thousands of arrests -are made 
and countless lives are lost in the name of keeping 
illegal drugs off the streets. It's no secret that it's a 
war the government is not winning. But is it a war 
they should even botherfighting? 

THE WAR ON DRUGS BEGAN 

WITH THE PASSAGE OF 

THE COMPREHENSIVE 

DRUG ABUSE PREVENTION AND 

CONTROL ACT OF 1970 

BY THE NIXON ADMINISTRATION. 

The act requires the pharmaceutical industry to 
maintain physical security and strict record keeping 
for certain drugs and divides controlled substances in 
five classes bases on their medical usefulness and 
potential for abuse. 





schedule l 

Marijuana, Heroin, Cocaine 

SCHEDULE II: 

DilauiJid, Oxycontln, Ritalin 



SCHEDULE III: 
Anabolic Steroids 



SCHEDULE IV: Q 

Xanax, Valium, Ambkn 




SCHEDULE V : 

Codeine 



$33 BILLION DOLLARS HAVE 
BEEN SPENT MARKETING 

"JUST SAY NO" AND OTHER 
PREVENTION CAMPAIGNS TO 

SCHOOL KIDS SINCE 1970. 




DECREASE IN DRUG USE 
AMONG HIGH SCHOOL 
STUDENTS 
SINCE 19TO: 



o% 



$49 BILLION DOLLARS HAVE BEEN 
SPENT TO PREVENT THE FLOW OF 
ILLEGAL DRUGS ACROSS THE 
MEXICAN BORDER SINCE 1970. 



TOTAL SPENDING ON THE 

WAR ON DRUGS SO FAR IN 2010: 




iDEBAL GOVERNMENT: 

$8,1 1 1,936,834 



STATE GOVERNMENTS: 

$1 2,451 ,823,040 




INCREASE IN 
NUMBER OF 

AMERICANS WHO 
WILL TRY DRUGS 

THIS YEAR 

COMPARED TO 1970: 

lO MILLION 



SOMEONE IS ARRESTED FOR 

VIOLATING DRUG LAW 



TOTAL DRUG 








ARRESTS SO FAR 



37 MILLION 
U.S. 



LE HAVE BEEN ARRESTED IN THE 
DRUG CRIMES SINCE 1970. 




MONEY SPENT ON 

THOSE ARRESTS: 

$121 BILLION DOLLARS. 
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TO MILLION OF THOSE 
ARRESTS WERE FOR 
MARIJUANA OFFENSES. 



OPPONENTS OF MARIJUANA 
DECRIMINALIZATION IN THE U.S. 
CLAIM THAT, ABSENT THE THREAT OF 
PUNISHMENT, THE PREVALENCE, 
FREQUENCY AND QUANTITY OF 
CANNABIS USE WILL INCREASE AND 
WILL THREATEN PUBLIC HEALTH. 



THE NETHERLANDS ADOPTED 
DE FACTO DECRIMINALIZATION 
MARIJUANA USE IN 1976. 




AVERAGE AGE AT ONSET OF MARIJUANA USE 
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AVERAGE AGE AT MAXIMUM 




REGULAR MARIJUANA USE 



MARIJUANA 




10% OF 
ECONOMY IS BUILT ON 
DRUG 



RICHARD NIXON'S FIRST BUDGET FOR 
THE WAR ON DRUGS WAS $100 MILLION. 



$100 MILLION 



FOR 2011, PRESIDENT OBAMA IS 
REQUESTING OVER $15 BILLION. EVEN 
WHEN ADJUSTED FOR INFLATION, THAT'S 
TIMES MORE THAN NIXON'S FIRST BUDG 





31 
ET. 



$15 BILLION 
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www.Online5chools.org 



What to do? 



The Drug War's is a complex problem 
with deep roots in propaganda, racism, 
and imperialism. 
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The governments of US and Latin America have shown a lack of 
interest or capacity to make the needed changes that would put an 
end to the Drug War. Social movements on the front lines in Latin 
America are offering up thier own solutions. Groups in the US are 
also offering policy changes to quell the demand for drugs, legalize 
some drugs, and to treat drug addiction as a mental health issue, 
rather than a legal issue. 



IDEAS FOR MOVING 
TOWARD SOLUTIONS: 

LEGALIZATION 

SOCIAL MOVEMENT 
DEMANDS 

PCASC'S DEMANDS 



STOP THE VIOLENCE, 
TREAT THE CAUSES, 
EMPOWER COMMUNITIES 



A BRAWL BELOW THE BORDER 



THEC 

B! 

INDE 
REFUi 
DRUG 



IE ONGOING DRUG TRADE IN MEXICO HAS SEEN ONE OF THE NATION'S CHIEF CONCERNS 
|R SOME TIME NOW. BUT THE LEVEL OF GRUESOME VIOLENCE HAS ESCALATED 1 
!AR CATASTROPHIC PROPORTIONS SINCE PRESIDENT FELIPECALDERONTOOK 
DECEMBER, 2006, CREATING VIRTUAL GHOST TOWNS AS PEOPLE HAVE SOUGI ' 
:fUGE IN SAFER STATES. THIS VIOLENCE HAS PRIMARILY BEEN PERPETRATED 
MS CARTELS, ALLOFWHICH ARE WING FOR TERRITORY AND POWER. 




A COLLABORATION BETWEEN GOOD A IN D COLUMN FIVE 



Failure or Fraud: 
The US Drug War on Latin America 



The Drug War formally began with President Richard Nixon in 1971 . This was a 
tumultuous year, in the United States: the US economy was tumbling into 
recession and revolutionary social movements, many led by people of color & the 
poor, were organizing millions of people to demand systemic change. In Latin 
America popular movements were surging against repressive regimes in Latin 
America, and presenting various bottom up/people centered alternatives to 
dictatorship.. Those in power in the US worried that fundamental change might be 
heading their way. 

In order to undercut popular movements in Latin America that were moving toward 
true democracy, to destroy the growth of revolutionary movements in US cities, 
and to enable access to cheap resources and workers for US businesses, 
destabilization was necessary. 

Into this political atmosphere the Drug War was born. 

The Drug War was introduced as an innocent enough proposal - stop drug use - 
while less publicly doing two critical things: 

• Introducing harsh jail time for drug use, especially targeted at people of color 
communities; 

• Legitimizing the militarization of Latin America under the cover of stopping 
production of drugs. 



The Drug War could be called a failure, as it did not achieve any of its purported 
goals, but this would be missing the point. The Drug War was a fraud whose true 
purpose was to destroy people's movements and uphold repressive power 
structures in the the US and the Western Hemisphere. From the standpoint of the 
US power elite, the results have been impressive. 

The Drug War and the cartels are able to take hold of Latin America in part 
because the economy has been destroyed by Free Trade Agreements like NAFTA. 
Without reasonable economic opportunities the working people of Latin America 
have few reliable options for survival outside of the drug trade. FTAs have created 
a situation where small-scale multifaceted economies are being replaced by US 
agribusiness and a mono-culture of low-wage factory work. Lack of economic 
stability allows US business access to cheap resources and labor, but also creates 
a destructive black market drug trade and desperate families. 

Such free market fundamentalism dovetails perfectly with the ideology of the drug 
war that postulates only repression, violence, and destruction can stop drug 
trafficking. It shapes policies that have militarized Latin America maintains US 



power in the region. The US profits directly from this violence by arming military 
and paramilitary groups who in turn protect US interests, particularly those of 
easier access to natural resources and a cheap, unorganized labor force. 

Plan Central America 

The US Drug War is creeping north from Colombia and south from Mexico into 
Central America. The US plans to extend this program from Colombia and Mexico 
into Central America in the near future with legislation called Plan Central America. 

An excerpt from a report by our allies at NACLA explains the implications of Plan 
Central America: 



On September 17 President Barack Obama named five Central American 
nations as major hubs for drug transportation from South America. Obama's 
announcement confirms this expansion of the US Drug War into Central America, 
an area in which Washington has historically wielded tremendous power. Critics 
say that US intentions may follow a broader geopolitical strategy, one that includes 
the arrival of US troops into some parts of the region. The United States will be 
using the same anti-drug policies in Central America as it has used in Colombia 
and Mexico, where results have been murky at best. First and foremost is Costa 
Rica, which will allow approximately 7,000 Marines into the country. The forces 
headed to Costa Rica has led many to believe it will be the US staging ground for 
the drug war in Central America. There would be nothing stopping the US 
goovernment from using similar bases in Central America to maintain pro- 
neoliberal and pro-US administrations in those nations. An increasingly 
independent and confrontational Latin America is not in Washington's perceived 
best interest. 



Forty years after the initial launch of the Drug War, we have reached a crossroads. 
We can continue ignoring the violence, the mass-incarcerations, the depleted 
budget and continue down a path that has failed to meet any of the public goals 
and has destabilized and militarized Latin America. Or we can cut off funding for 
the Drug War, pull troops out of Latin America, treat criminalization as the root 
cause of the inflated drug black market, and enable self-determination for 
communities on both sides of the borders. 



and abstain from tracking guns to their final destinations. Indeed, tracking would 
have been impossible, because the ATF was withholding crucial information from 
their counterparts in Mexico. 

The ATF lost track of as many as 2,500 guns, at least eleven of which have been 
used in violent crimes on both sides of the border. In retrospect, the officials in 
charge of Fast and Furious say the idea was to allow the flow of guns to the 
cartels in order to gain access to senior level figures in Mexican crime 
organizations. Operation Fast and Furious never led to any arrests. 

One of the ATF's main duties is to track arms. If it is probable that arms are getting 
into the wrong hands, the ATF is supposed to investigate, arrest and prosecute 
offenders. It is also in charge of intercepting the guns. In the case of Fast and 
Furious, there was no intent to track the arms. The only way the arms have been 
tracked is to crime scenes. Once the weapons crossed the border, the ATF lost 
contact. According to whistle-blowing ATF special agent, Vincent Cefalu, 
Calderon's government had no idea the United States was purposely selling guns 
to men who are massacring his country (4). 

In late August 2011, two of the three architects of Fast and Furious, were laterally 
promoted, maintaining their senior executive pay, leadership status and all other 
benefits. Money was taken from taxpayers to fund the relocations even though at 
this point the U.S. Congressional investigation has not been completed. 

"The death toll from small arms dwarfs that of all other weapons systems — and in 
most years greatly exceeds the toll of the atomic bombs that devastated 
Hiroshima and Nagasaki. In terms of the carnage they cause, small arms, indeed, 
could well be described as "weapons of mass destruction." Yet there is still no 
global non-proliferation regime to limit their spread," said UN Secretary-General 
Kofi Annan, 2000 



1. Control Arms http://www.controlarms.org/about.php 

2. Wall Street Journal 

http://online.wsj.com/article/SB10001424053111904787404576528413479614524. 
html 

3. CRS Report for Congress, Conventional Arms Transfers to Developing 
Nations, 2002-2009 by Richard Grimmett 
http://www.globalissues.org/article/74/the-arms-trade-is-big-business 

4. Vincent Cefalu, Special Agent of the ATF on Democracy Now 8/31/11 
http://www.democracynow.org/ 

5. 

http://www.google.com/hostednews/afp/article/ALeqM5gJy9Rww9q63tf7qFTrqhha 
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Arms: 
Security for Whom? 

World-wide, the unregulated sale of small arms is perpetuating poverty and 
suffering, allowing a few to profit from the misery of many (1). Unregulated arms 
sales in Mexico allow the United States to profit from the deaths of at least 25 
people a day (2). Along with the globalization of trade comes the globalization of 
arms trade. Given that globalization threatens democracy, national sovereignty 
and workers' rights, the globalization of arms trade has deadly repercussions. 
Most national arms controls are peppered with loopholes or barely enforced. 
Obviously, through weak controls on brokering, licensed production and 'end use,' 
arms easily get into the wrong hands. The United States is by far the number one 
supplier of arms in the world, signing 40% of all transnational sales agreements 
(3). 

Considering these facts, it should not be a surprise that an organization inside of 
the United States Department of Justice has secretly armed the Mexican drug 
cartels. Zetas leader Jesus Enrique Rejon Aguilar has stated that all of the cartel's 
guns come from the United States. "The biggest empowerment of organized crime 
are the weapons that arrive from the United States," Mexican President Felipe 
Calderon said in a 2009 article (5). 

"Since 2006 we have decommissioned 27,000 arms, everything from missile 
launchers to 2,500 grenades. We have also found uniforms and arms belonging to 
the US Army." 

The U.S. Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms and Explosives (ATF) launched a 
reportedly anti-gun trafficking program called Operation Fast and Furious. The ATF 
stated its intention was to curb the flow of firearms into Mexico in an attempt to 
deprive the Mexican drug cartels of weapons. 

What happened is literally the opposite. Federal agents endorsed U.S. gun shops 
to sell their guns to middlemen for cartels. In 2009 and 2010, 1000s of U.S. guns 
travelled across the border and into the hands of drug cartels under the 
encouragement of the ATF (4). Agents were commanded to minimize surveillance 



ESTAMOS HASTA LA MADRE! 



► A MEXICAN COLLOQUIAL PHRASE 
MEANING LITERALLY, 
"I'VE HAD IT UP TO THE MOTHER!", 
BUT TRANSLATING AS AN INTENSELY 
VEHEMENT PHRASING OF 

"ENOUGH IS ENOUGH!" 



THE HUMAN COST 



Javier Sicilia, a reknown Mexican poet and writer, became a 
catalyst for the national movement No Mas Sangre when his 
23-year-old son was murdered by the drug cartels. The police 
ignored the murders of Juanelo and 4 other young men, 
insisting that they must have been involved in the drug trade. 

In response, Mr. Sicilia & others organized the march for 
Peace with thousands from communities around Mexico, 
demanding an end to the violence and the Drug War. The 
march became the foundation for the organization, No Mas 
Sangre - no more blood. This social movement has given voice 
to those frightened into silence by the violence of the cartels 
and the governments. 



Javier Sicilia 

El nnundo ya no es digno de la palabra 

Nos la ahogaron adentro 

Conio te (asfixiaron), 

Cghio te desgarraron a ti los pulniones 

Y el dolor no se rne aparta s lo que da un mundo 

Por el silencio de los justos 

S lo por tu silencio y por mi silencio, Juanelo 



Javier Sicilia 

The world is not worthy of words 

they have been suffocated from the inside 

as they suffocated you, as they tore apart your lungs 

the pain does not leave me 

all that remains is a world 

through the silence of the righteous, 

only through your silence and my silence, Juanelo. 



ESTAMOS HASTA LA MADRE! 



AN OPEN LETTER TO MEXICAN POLITICIANS 

by Javier Sicilia 

The brutal assassination of my son, Juan Francisco, of Julio Cesar 
Romero Jaime, of Luis Antonio Romero Jaime, and of Gabriel Anejo 
Escalera, is added to so many other boys and girls who have been 
assassinated just the same throughout the country, not only because of 
the war unleashed by the government of Calderon against organized 
crime, but also the rotting of the heart that has been 
wrought by the poorly labeled political class and the 
criminal class, which has broken its own codes of 
honor. 



... 



I do not wish, in this letter, to speak with you about 
the virtues of my son, which were immense, nor of 
those of the other boys that I saw flourish at his side, 
studying, playing, loving, growing, to serve, like so 
many other boys, this country that you all have 
shamed. Speaking of that doesn't serve for anything 
more than to move what already moves the heart of 
the citizenry to indignation. 



WE HAVE HAD IT UP TO HERE 

BECAUSE YOU ONLY HAVE 

IMAGINATION FOR VIOLENCE, FOR 

WEAPONS, FOR INSULTS AND, WITH 

THAT, A PROFOUND SCORN FOR 

EDUCATION, CULTURE, AND 

OPPORTUNITIES FOR HONORABLE 

WORK, WHICH IS WHAT GOOD 

NATIONS DO. 



not belong in nature - the death of a child is always unnatural and 
that's why it has no name: I don't know if it is orphan or widow, but it 
is simply and painfully nothing - from these, I repeat, mutilated lives, 
from this suffering, from the indignation that these deaths have 
provoked, it is simply that we have had it up to here. 

We have had it up to here with you, politicians - and when I say 
politicians I do not refer to any in particular, but, rather, a good part of 
you, including those who make up the political parties - because in 
your fight for power you have shamed the 
fabric of the nation. Because in middle of this 
badly proposed, badly made, badly led war, of 
this war that has put the country in a state of 
emergency, you have been incapable - due to 
your cruelties, your fights, your miserable 
screaming, your struggle for power - of 
creating the consensus that the nation needs to 
find the unity without which this country will 
not be able to escape. 



Neither do I wish to talk about the pain of my family and the families 
of each one of the boys who were destroyed. There are not words for 
this pain. Only poetry can come close to it, and you do not know about 
poetry. 

What I do wish to say to you today from these mutilated lives, from 
the pain that has not name because it is fruit of something that does 



We have had it up to here because the 
corruption of the judicial institutions generates 
the complicity with crime and the impunity to commit it, because in 
the middle of that corruption that demonstrates the failure of the State, 
each citizen of this country has been reduced to what the philosopher 
Giorgio Agamben called, using a Greek word, "zoe": an unprotected 
life, the life of an animal, of a being that can be violated, kidnapped, 
molested and assassinated with impunity. 

We have had it up to here because you only have imagination for 



of meth by simply making over-the-counter medicines that contain the key ingredient for 
production available by prescription only. Our success in stunting the spread of meth in our state 
brought us national recognition. Today, we have the chance to not only continue our role of being 
the leader of innovative and successful approaches to combating drug use and abuse, we also 
have the opportunity to make significant changes that will be beneficial for all Oregonians. 

Fortunately, the elements of a comprehensive public health approach already exist in Oregon 
communities in the form of programs and services which use one or more of the components 
that we highlighted earlier. From clean and sober housing options to community-based 
treatment, from drug courts to afterschool mentorship programs, programs that form pieces of 
this public health approach to addiction - prevention, treatment, recovery, harm reduction and 
public safety - already exist. The biggest obstacle to making them available to more Oregonians 
is funding. 

Currently, Oregon spends less on treatment, prevention, harm reduction and recovery services 
than it does on prisons - and prisons are packed with people who have addictions. Despite 
evidence of success, treatment programs are so under-funded that they can only meet 18% of 
the need for publicly funded treatment (down from 24% in 2009). Oregon spends so little on 
prevention and harm reduction that the amounts do not even register in budget documents. 
These programs do get some funding from federal grants or private sources, it is not enough to 
make a dent in the need. 

While ideally we would like to increase funding for programs that provide these services, many 
believe this to be impossible given the fact that Oregon, like most other states, faces a tough 
economy. But even while politicians say this, we managed to set aside $1.4 billion of our general 
fund for our ever-expanding prison system. This is unacceptable, especially when there is 
evidence that investing in a public health approach to addiction will create both short- and long- 
term savings as well as ensure safer communities. Shifting some of the money that funds prison 
expansion towards programs that are more effective at addressing addiction is a smart way to 
cut costs. And other states have begun to recognize these potential savings too. Texas, faced 
with the pressure to build a new prison system to accommodate the growing population, decided 
instead to invest in treatment diversion programs. States like New York and California have 
looked to expanding recovery and re-entry programs to help lower recidivism rates and costs. 

During this year's legislative session, legislators held the line on funding for addictions 
programs. It's not enough, but in a budget in which many programs were drastically cut, keeping 
funding for addictions programs stable is a good first step. We have a lot more work to do to 
educate policymakers about the value of prevention, treatment and recovery programs, and we 
will need your help. Oregon can no longer afford to ignore the ever-increasing need to fund 
programs that provide addiction services. 



Caitrin Coccoma served as a Jesuit Volunteer Corps Northwest volunteer with PSJ's HEAL 
Oregon Campaign until the end of July 2011 . 

This article originally appeared in the Summer 2011 issue of Justice Matters. 




INCARCERATION 
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WITH ONLY 5% OF THE WORLDS POPULATION. THE 



********** 
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violence, for weapons, for insults and, with that, a profound scorn for 
education, culture, and opportunities for honorable work, which is 
what good nations do. 

We have had it up to here because your short imagination is 
permitting that our kids, our children, are not only assassinated, but, 
later, criminalized, made falsely guilty to satisfy that imagination. 

We have had it up to here because others of our children, due to the 

absence of a good government plan, do not have 

opportunities to educate themselves, to find 

dignified work and spit out onto the sidelines 

become possible recruits for organized crime and 

violence. 



We have had it up to here because your violence as become 
infrahuman - not animal, as animals do not do what you do 
subhuman, demonic, imbecilic. 



but 



We have had it up to here because in your taste for power and 
enrichment you humiliate our children and destroy them, producing 
fear and fright. 



We have had it up to here because the citizenry has 
lost confidence in its governors, its police, its Army, 
and is afraid and in pain. 

We have had it up to here because the only thing 
that matters to you, beyond an impotent power that 
only serves to administrate disgrace, is money, the 
fomentation of rivalry, of your damn "competition," 
and of unmeasured consumption which are other 
names of the violence. 



As for you, the criminals, we have had it up to here 

with your violence, with your loss of honor, your cruelty and 

senselessness. 

In days of old you had codes of honor. You were not so cruel in your 

paybacks and you did not touch the citizens nor their families. Now 

you do not distinguish. Your violence already can't be named because, 

like the pain and suffering that you provoke, it has no name nor sense. 

You have lost even the dignity to kill. You have become cowards like 

the miserable Nazi sonderkommandos who kill children, boys, girls, 

women men and elders without any human sense. 



WE HAVE HAD IT UP TO HERE 

BECAUSE THE ONLY THING 

THAT MATTERS TO YOU, 

BEYOND AN IMPOTENT POWER 
THAT ONLY SERVES TO 

ADMINISTRATE DISGRACE, IS 

MONEY, THE FOMENTATION OF 
RIVALRY, OF YOUR DAMN 
"COMPETITION," AND OF 

UNMEASURED CONSUMPTION 

t WHICH ARE OTHER NAMES OF 
THE VIOLENCE. 



It is you, "senores" politicians, and you, 
"senores" criminals - in quotes because this 
epithet is given only to honorable people - are 
with your omissions, your fights and your 
actions, making the nation vile. 

The death of my son Juan Francisco has lifted 
up solidarity and a cry of indignation - that my 
family and I appreciate from the depth of our 
hearts - from the citizenry, and from the media. 
That indignation comes back anew to put in our 
ears the phrase that Marti directed at those who 
govern: "If you can't, then resign." Putting this 
back in our ears - after the thousands of 
anonymous and not anonymous cadavers that 
we have at our backs, which is to say, of so 
many innocents assassinated and debased - this 



phrase must be accompanied by large citizen 
mobilizations that obligate you, at these moments of national 
emergency, to unite to create an agenda that unites the nation and 
believes in a state of real governability. 

The citizen networks of the state of Morelos are calling for a national 
march on Wednesday, April 6, that will leave at 5 p.m. from the 
monument of the Dove of Peace to the Government Palace, 
demanding justice and peace. 



If the citizenry does not unite in this and constantly reproduce it in all 
cities, in all towns and regions of the country, if we are not capable of 
obligating you, "senores" politicians, to govern with justice and 
dignity, and you, "senores" criminals, to retake your codes of honor 
and limit your savagery, the spiral this violence has generated will 
bring us on a path of horror without return. 

If you, "senores" politicians do not govern well and do not take 
seriously that we live in a state of national emergency that requires 
your unity, and you, "senores" criminals, do not limit your actions, 
you will end up winning and having power but you will govern and 
reign over a mountain of ossuaries and of beings that are beaten and 
destroyed in their souls, a dream that none of us envy. 

There is no life, Albert Camus wrote, without persuasion and without 
peace, and the history of Mexico today only knows intimidation, 
suffering, distrust and the fear that one day another son or daughter of 
another family will be debased and massacred. You only know what 
you are ask us, that death, as is already happening today, becomes an 
affair of statistics and administration and which we should all get used 
to it. 



I remember, in this sense, some verses by Bertholt Brecht, when the 

horror of Nazism, which is to say, the horror of the installation of 

crime in the daily life of a nation, appeared: 

"One day they came for the blacks, and I said nothing. 

Another day they came for the Jews, and I said nothing. 

One day they came for me (or for a son of mine) 

and I had nothing to say." 

Today, after so many crimes supported, when the destroyed body of 
my son and his friends has brought the citizenry to mobilize anew, and 
in the media we must speak with our bodies, with our walk, with our 
cry of indignation, so that those verses of Brecht are not made a 
reality in our country. 

Additionally, I opine that we must return dignity to this nation. 



*** 



Because we do not want this, next Wednesday we will go out into the 
street: because we do not want one more child, one more son, 
assassinated, the citizen networks of Morelos are calling for national 
citizen unity that we must maintain alive to break the fear and 
isolation that the incapacity of you, "senores" politicians, and the 
cruelty of you, "senores" criminals, want us to put in our bodies and 
souls. 



(Translator's Note: The term "we have had it up to here" really doesn't 
sufficiently capture the indignant depth of the original Spanish, "estamos 

hasta la madre," which literally translates as "we have had it up to the 

mother." But since that won't be well understood in English, I used "had it 

up to here" instead. As always, we welcome readers to suggest a better way 

to translate it. www.nacla.org - Al Giordano) 



Focusing so much on enforcement has also meant fewer resources for prevention, treatment, 
and other programs that can mitigate the harms of addiction. With state budgets having to set 
aside more and more funding for corrections in response to the rising need for prison beds, less 
money has been available for developing community-based addictions services. Even if a 
person recognizes that they have a drug problem, access to affordable, community-based 
treatment is limited. For far too many, the only time they gain access to treatment is after they 
have been caught up in the criminal justice system. 

The U.S. War on Drugs has also spread to other countries. The drug war has not slowed the 
demand for illegal drugs in the U.S., and organized crime from Afghanistan to Mexico to Central 
and South America has stepped in to meet the demand. Weapons from the U.S., from attack 
helicopters to handguns, have poured into many countries. The results have been deaths 
numbering in the thousands, not just of people in the drug trade, but also of journalists, children, 
and other bystanders. In Mexico alone, it has been estimated that more than 22,000 people died 
between 2006 and 2009, a period of time that saw the Mexican government step up its efforts to 
crack down on the drug trade. This rise in the loss of human life has recently led to protests by 
outraged Mexicans. 
A Shift in Policy 

Despite this evidence of failure, it has only been in the past few years that any significant policy 
changes have occurred. President Obama recently reduced the crack/powder cocaine 
sentencing disparity, ended the ban on federal funding for syringe access programs, and publicly 
prioritized drug treatment courts in the budget. Bans on federal financial aid for most students 
convicted of drug crimes have also been lifted. In 2009, New York State scaled back its 
notorious Rockefeller Drug Laws - mandatory minimum sentencing laws for simple drug 
possession enacted in the early 1970s that set a standard for harsh punishment throughout the 
country. 

The one thing the Obama administration has not been able to do is admit that the War on Drugs 
is bad policy. When the Global Commission on Drug Policy recently released a report criticizing 
the U.S.'s War on Drugs, the Obama administration flatly denied the policy's failure. But the rate 
of incarceration continues to remain high, especially among people of color, and corrections 
costs remain one of the biggest problems states face with their ever-shrinking budgets. This 
anniversary marks an opportunity that cannot be wasted; one where we not only acknowledge 
the failure of this policy but also seriously consider what will create safer and healthier 
communities for all of us. 
Drug Use as a Public Health Problem 

One viable alternative to waging a war on drugs is treating it as a public health problem. This 
approach recognizes that drug use is a complex problem for which there is no simple solution. 
This approach also recognizes that addiction is a disease and focuses on both public health and 
smart public safety components to better address this problem. Combining elements of 
prevention, treatment, recovery, harm reduction and public safety, a comprehensive public 
health approach utilizes best practices to keep individuals and communities safe and healthy. 

Embracing this public health approach would not be a far stretch from Oregon's past record of 
using smart solutions for a complex problem like addiction. Oregon has already been recognized 
as a leader in innovative approaches to dealing with the problem of illegal drug production and 
abuse. The past decade has seen a rise in the manufacturing and use of methamphetamines 
throughout the country. But unlike other states, Oregon has seen a 96% drop in the production 
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In a speech delivered in 1971, President Nixon declared drug abuse as America's "public enemy 
number one" and dramatically increased the size and presence of federal drug control agencies. 
This marked the beginning of the War on Drugs. Forty years, more than $1 trillion, and 
thousands of lives later, the war continues and we're living in the ruins. Wars have enemies, and 
the enemy has become the people addicted to drugs, not the drugs themselves. Wars also have 
casualties. Civil rights, state budgets, and the safety and peace of mind of local communities 
and neighboring countries have all suffered because of this war. It's time for us to really examine 
what this aggressive policy approach has done and start making smart changes that will have 
real results in addressing drug abuse. 
Just Say No 

Although Nixon was the first president to single out drug use as a national concern, it wasn't until 
President Reagan's administration that the U.S.'s policy towards drug use became what we 
know it to be today. During her husband's presidency, First Lady Nancy Reagan promoted the 
anti-drug campaign "Just Say No." While the focus of this campaign was prevention, along with it 
came a rise in zero-tolerance policies - laws that impose automatic punishments on a person 
who breaks a law, removing the possibility for the specifics of a case to be taken into 
consideration by officials. This, combined with the administration's expansion of enforcement 
efforts, resulted in an unprecedented and rapid rise in prison populations by the late 1980s. And 
yet, drug use still continued to grow throughout the U.S. 



When federal prisons began to fill in the 1980s, the majority being incarcerated were African 
American and Latino. Though all races and ethnicities misuse drugs at the same rate, the 
African American community in particular has been the target of the War on Drugs. From media- 
driven hysteria about a crack epidemic to federal laws that created longer sentences for 
possession of crack than for powder cocaine to racial profiling focused on racist notions of who 
drug users were, institutional racism has been an integral part of the War on Drugs. Today, 
African Americans are incarcerated for drug-related offenses at a rate that is 10 times greater 
than whites. Although African Americans represent only 1 3% of the U.S. population and 1 3% of 
people who use or sell illegal drugs, they represent 37% of those who are arrested for drug law 
violations and 56% of those who are in state prison for a drug law violation. (See Human Rights 
Watch "Race, Drugs, and Law Enforcement in the United States" and ACLU "The 40-Year War 
on Drugs: It's Not Fair, and It's Not Working.") 



Failure 



THE EXPENSES OF 
FAILURE: 



rug War has failed to meet any 
of the articulated objectives. 



HJfli 



Javier Sicilia's poem and open letter 
told the story of the Human Costs of 
the drug war in Mexico. 

This war has failed the people of 
Mexico. 

It has failed to provide for basic 
needs, failed to provide safety, failed 
to provide opportunities for youth, 
failed to engender freedoms, failed to 
build democracy. 



THE HUMAN COST: 
LIVES LOST, 
FAMILIES TORN 
APART 

YOUTH: 

OUR FUTURE LOST 

DEMOCRACY: 

RAMPANT 

CORRUPTION 

SILENCED: 
REPORTERS FEAR 
FOR THIER LIVES 

VIOLENCE: 
NO ONE IS SAFE 



STOP THE VIOLENCE, 
TREAT THE CAUSES, 
EMPOWER COMMUNITIES 



Youth: our future lost 



C 



artels have begun 
recruiting children at an 
alarming rate in order to 
replace tens of 
thousands of gang 



arrested each year for drug 
smuggling. 



"With a poverty 
rate around 60% 

r> -\ r j_i In San Diego County, California, 

for Mexican youth, 26 mmors have been caught trymg 



members who have been mOSt COnSlQer their to bring drugs across the border. 



arrested or killed in this U.S. war 
against traffickers. (1) 

Mexican youth are increasingly 
becoming both targets and 
perpetrators of violent crime for 
cartels. The drug gangs consider 

children to be easy prey and 

expendable workers who are easily recruited. 

The number of drug addicts is growing, and many 
Mexican children enter drug cartels through drug 
use. (2) Other youth turn to drug cartels because 
with a poor education system and few job 
prospects, they see the cartels as the best option for 
survival. (2) 

Children as young as eleven are employed as 
dealers, lookouts, smugglers and assassins. (2) 
According to a lobby group called Network for the 
Rights of Childhood in Mexico, about 30,000 
minors have been recruited and 1,300 children 
have been murdered since Calderon declared war 
on drugs in December of 2006. 



On November 3, 
2009, the 
Washington Post 
reported that in 
the past year, 
134 minors were 
killed in Ciudad 
Juarez through 
drug-related 
violence. (1) 
Hundreds of 
children as 
young as 12 are 



only options 
immigration to 

the U.S. or 
employment in a 

drug cartel." 



With a poverty rate around 60% for 
Mexican youth, most consider their 
only options immigration to the 
U.S. or employment in a drug 
cartel. (1) According to census 
figures, one third of Mexican youth 
neither work nor attend school. 




Between 2002 and 2007, chronic drug use doubled 
in Mexico. The fastest-growing addiction rates are 
among 12-to- 17-year-olds. (1) Many of the 
maquiladoras — sweatshops that cropped up as a 
condition of NAFTA — have shut down due to the 
global recession and the availability of cheaper 
labor elsewhere. Those still employed in 
maquiladoras make about $70 a week, while young 
smugglers can make as much as $500 in one run. 
(1) 

All legal routes to money have run dry while 
corrupt armed forces, crooked politicians and drug 
traffickers swim in profit. It is no wonder that 
many teenagers see the drug bosses as "heroes," 
dressing, talking and acting like them. 

"Organized crime has become a job provider for a 
section of the population who don't have a lot of 
other options," said Victor Clark- Alfaro, director of 
the Binational Center for Human Rights in Tijuana 
on the Mexican border with California. (3) 

The issues of youth involvement is arguably the 
biggest failure in the Drug War & the most 
pressing for social justice organizations. As Clark- 
Alfaro noted, "The [Mexican] attorney general's 
office calculating that young men who get mixed 
up in organized crime will, on average, be dead 
within three or four years. (3) 



1 . http://www.washingtonpost.eom/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/l 1/02/AR2009 1 1 0203492.html 

2. http://www.pbs.org/newshour/extra/features/world/july-dec 1 1/mexicocartel 08- 1 6.html 

3. http://www.reuters.com/article/201 l/06/17/us-mexico-drugs-teenagers-idUSTRE75G5F8201 10617 
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PRISON POPULATION 




OF the 2.3 million Inmates in the US. more than half 
have a history of substance abuse and addiction. 



A rehabilitation program saved my life In 1995. 

That program was slate funded at the time. 

Shortly after Bush took office, the program I 

attended closed it's doers. I truly believe had I 

rut done 30 days in rehab, prison would have 

been a part of my future. 
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The cost of getting 

an addict through 

rehab is roughly 25% 

the cost of keeping 

them in prison. 

for prison, 

$6,000 for rehab. 



PORTUGAL WINNING WAR ON DRUGS 

Portugal de-crmiinalized poses;; , 
which in turn led to redm .dent drug use, prison overcrowding, overdoses, and spread of Hiv/A I 



DRUG INDUCED DEATHS IN PORTUGAL 



HIV CASES 







66% reduction 
in courr cases 

20% increase 
in treatment 
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10 years. Portugal has reported a 20 percent increase in drug treatment and a 66 percent reduction in drug-relatec 
s Decrininali7ation in favor of treatment did no 

PORTUGAL NOW HAS THE LOWES' 

DRUG USE RATE OF ANY WESTERN 

EUROPEAN COUNTRY. 
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The Economics of the Drug War 



C Classical 
economics is 
based on the 
notion that people 
make rational 
decisions based 
upon supply and demand, 
led by the "invisible hand" 
conceived by Adam Smith 
in The Wealth of Nations. 
In this view, the logic of 
capitalism makes the world 
go around, and the god of 
the free markets only 
knows how humankind can 
survive with any economic fetters. 



in 2006 that Felipe 
Calderon assumed the 
presidency of Mexico, 
where for years a silent, 
unofficial agreement had 
existed between drug 
cartels and government: 



The 1994 corporate- and investor- 
rights legislation known as NAFTA 
brought many jobs to Mexico. It also 
brought a glut of cheap US-grown 
(Farm Bill-subsidized) corn that sold for 
far lower prices on the Mexican market 
than the Mexican farmers could afford 
to offer for their corn. The farmers left 
their farms, many moving to the cities 
and maquiladoras for jobs, thus further 
depressing wages. 

Over 44% of Mexicans live in poverty, 
according to 2010 census data, and the 
current economic crisis means they will 
likely be stuck there for a while. The 
invisible hand that led a few people to 
the gold at the end of the rainbow left 
most in a ditch, desperate. When you 
are at the top and you see 44% of the 
people below looking desperate, you 
pray they don't look up. 

It was against this economic backdrop 



But in a country whose 

government has 
historically catered to 

the whims of the 

wealthy and powerful, 

what is a new president 

of to do when the United 

States' very visible hand one kept a lid on violence 
holds forth millions of while the other quietly 

ignore their activities. But in 
a country whose 
government has historically 
catered to the whims of the 

wealthy and powerful, what 

is a new president of to do 
when the United States' very visible 
hand holds forth millions of dollars for 
helping you, with the purchase of shiny 
new weapons to fight the drug cartels? 



dollars for helping you, 

with the purchase of 

shiny new weapons to 

fight the drug cartels? 



Calderon began cracking down. Cartels 
began cracking back. Policemen and 
army personnel who lost their jobs 
found new employment with the cartels, 
and they brought their guns. And 
innocent people are caught in the 
crossfire between remaining law 
enforcement and cartel members. Over 
39,000 people have died since 
Operation began in 2006, the number 
increasing with each year. 

The Drug War which the United States 
has long sponsored is now spreading 
and is thus becoming an even greater 
gift to the weapons manufacturers. 
Their weapons will further destroy lives 
until we say no more. 

No more. 



Democracy: Unapologetic Corruption 

Tracing Mexico's history of drug-centered corruption could fill a zine of its own. We could 
cover the country's Security Directorate, disbanded in the 1980s amid corruption 
accusations, or Raul Salinas,who used his brother's presidency to demand protection 
money from drug-trafficking organizations. Or we could talk about how the longstanding 
political party (PRI) formed buddy-buddy relationships with traffickers going back 
decades. 

All of this has bearing on the ongoing drug war in Mexico. But many of the alliances that 
made these backroom deals possible have been blown apart by the war against drug 
trafficking that began in 2006. Alliances are forming anew, and corruption continues, now 
enhanced by over $ 1 billion in US military aid. 

Drug-related corruption is not a problem US funding can solve, even if that were its 
intended outcome. 

A fraction of Merida Initiative funding - $70 million of $1 .4 billion - was earmarked for 
repairing Mexico's justice system, according to the Government Accounting Office. Not 
surprisingly, corruption continues, and evidence suggests funneling millions of dollars into 
Mexico for the Drug War has only fueled corruption, a legacy of "political manipulation of 
law enforcement and judicial branches, which limited professionalization and enabled 
widespread corruption" has left the government with "only weak tools to counter 
increasingly aggressive crime networks," writes CFR's Shannon O'Neil in America's 
Quarterly (1). 

Actually, the US Drug Enforcement Agency (DEA) seems to have adopted corruption as 
unofficial policy in the form of Operation Fast and Furious. The operation encouraged the 
illegal smuggling of guns to drug gangs across the border into Mexico. From there, the 
DEA would trace the serial numbers on the guns to the leaders of drug gangs. Or that was 
the plan. 

In 2009, two thousand U.S. weapons were sold to people known to be involved with the 
drug cartels, but some fourteen hundred weapons were lost, many of which later turned up 
at crime scenes, including at the site of a shooting of a U.S. border patrol agent in 
December 201 0(1). 

An ongoing problem with drug-related corruption is desertion. In the past six years, 
150,000 soldiers in the Mexican military. CNN reported that most of the deserters had been 
stationed in areas of the heaviest drug war conflict. 

While not every deserter switches sides and joins the drug traffickers, the United States has 
expressed concern about it. Drug-trafficking organizations can offer a lot more the the 
$330 a month the military pays low-ranking recruits. 

One lesson made clear by the U.S. Drug War is that you cannot fight corruption with 
money. 

1 . http://articles.latimes.com/20 1 l/nov/09/nation/la-na-fast-furious-holder-20 1 1 1 109 



Silenced: 
Reporters fear for their lives 

Many reporters in Mexico have stopped covering the drug war altogether, fearful of murderous 
gangs that attack journalists who cover the atrocities pervading the country. Journalists receive 
threats to stop reporting on certain topics, including any news that makes the cartels appear weak. 
Simultaneously, reporters are expected to do the drug lords' bidding as gangs seek positive media 
coverage. Cartels alert the media about large-scale killings or the murdering of rivals carried out 
by their hitmen. They also leave notes on dead bodies for rival drug gangs and pressure the local 
media to deliver the messages. (1) 

Between 42-50 Mexican journalists have been killed in the last five years, making Mexico more 
dangerous than Afghanistan for reporters. (1) The drug war has become Mexico's biggest news 
story, but the gangs in Tamaulipas, where the Gulf cartel and Zetas are fighting, have so much 
power and sway that journalists have drastically reduced coverage in order to avoid receiving 
death sentences. Regardless of the bloody, violent street battles in the middle of the day, reporters 
in Tamaulipas ultimately do no reporting on the drug war. Any reports that are made are sourced 
out to media across the border in Texas. (1 ) 

In September of 2010, the newspaper El Diario published a front-page article titled "What do they 
want from us?" The editorial and open letter from the newspaper's reporters came three days after 
a young photographer was killed and an intern was seriously wounded. (2) Declaring the cartels 
the supreme authority in the city, the paper asked for guidance on what to publish and not publish. 

It's not only the drug cartels that are threatening reporters. Intimidation from soldiers has 
escalated and become at least as threatening as pressure from gang leaders. "With no search 
warrant and in a car with its plates blacked out, soldiers arrived at my office... and tried to take 
cameras and everything," said a journalist in Nuevo Laredo in Tamaulipas. (1) Generally, the 
military is trying to hide human rights abuses against detainees. (3) The Mexican government has 
established a special prosecutor's office to investigate the attacks against journalists. However, as 
previously stated, most of the cases go unsolved and even uninvestigated, like the majority of the 
deaths of over 40,000 people killed in the last four years. 

As a result of research conducted by the Committee to Protect Journalists (CPJ), Mexico has been 
branded as one of the deadliest countries in the world for the press. CPJ researchers have traveled 
throughout the country for the last four years in which Mexico's situation has worsened under 
Calderon's presidency, conducting interviews with dozens of journalists. CPJ has learned about 
and documented the dangers of the work and the overwhelming self- censorship that is a 
consequence of antipress violence. CPJ delegations have met with President Felipe Calderon and 
other high-ranking Mexican officials to discuss the grave problem of impunity in attacks on the 
press. Still, Mexico is one of the least effective nations at solving crimes against journalists. (4) 

1 . Under Fire in Drug War, Mexico's Media Falls Silent, http: //www.reuters.com/article/2011 /08/03/us-mexico-drugs-journalistsidUSTRE7723V72011 

0803. 2. Mexico's Drag War Putting Reporters, Jounralism in the Crosshairs 

http: //www.pbs.org/newshour/bb/media/july-decl 0/mexico_09-20.html. 3. More Journalists Killed in Mexico than Afghanistan 

http: //www.theatlanticwire.com/global/20 1 1 /08/more-journalists-killed-mexico-afghanistan/40797/ 4. Silence or Death in Mexico's Press 

http: //www.cpj .org/reports/cpj_mexico_english.pdf 
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skyrocketed and accountability both for 
officials who commit abuses and alleged 
criminals is at rock bottom." 

Among the most important lessons they have 
learned, they say, is that in almost any fight 
against organized crime, things tend to get 
worse before they get better. 

When violence spiked last year around 
Mexico's industrial capital, Monterrey, Mr. 
Calderon's government asked the United 
States for more access to sophisticated 
surveillance technology and expertise. After 
months of negotiations, the United States 
established an intelligence post on a northern 
Mexican military base, moving Washington 
beyond its traditional role of sharing 
information to being more directly involved in 
gathering it. 

American officials declined to provide details 
about the work being done by the American 
team of fewer than two dozen Drug 
Enforcement Administration agents, C.I. A. 
officials and retired military personnel 
members from the Pentagon's Northern 
Command. For security reasons, they asked 
The New York Times not to disclose the 



CITICORP® 

location of the compound. 

But the officials said the compound had been 
modeled after "fusion intelligence centers" that 
the United States operates in Iraq and 
Afghanistan to monitor insurgent groups, and 
that the United States would strictly play a 
supporting role. 

"The Mexicans are in charge," said one 
American military official. "It's their show. 
We're all about technical support." 

The two countries have worked in lock step on 
numerous high-profile operations, including 
the continuing investigation of the February 
murder of Jaime J. Zapata, an American 
Immigration and Customs Enforcement agent. 

Mexico's federal police chief, Genaro Garcia 
Luna, put a helicopter in the air within five 
minutes after receiving a call for help from Mr. 
Zapata's partner, the authorities said. Then he 
invited American officials to the police 
intelligence center — an underground location 
known as "the bunker" — to work directly with 
Mexican security forces in tracking down the 
suspects. 



U.S. Widens Role in Battle Against 
Mexican Drug Cartels 



W WASHINGTON — 
The United States 
is expanding its 
role in Mexico's 
bloody fight 
against drug 
trafficking 
organizations, sending new 
C.I. A. operatives and retired 
military personnel to the country 
and considering plans to deploy 
private security contractors in 
hopes of turning around a 
multibillion-dollar effort that so 
far has shown few results. 



"The Pentagon ... in recent The latest steps come three 

months it has begun years after the United States 

flying unarmed began increasing its security 

surveillance drones over assistance to Mexico with the 

Mexican soil to track drug $1 .4 billion Merida Initiative and 



kingpins. 

Still, it is hard to say 

much real progress has 

been made in crippling 

the brutal cartels or 

stemming the flow of 

drugs and guns across the 

border." 



In recent weeks, small numbers of C.I.A. 
operatives and American civilian military 
employees have been posted at a Mexican 
military base, where, for the first time, security 
officials from both countries work side by side 
in collecting information about drug cartels 
and helping plan operations. Officials are also 
looking into embedding a team of American 
contractors inside a specially vetted Mexican 
counternarcotics police unit. 

Officials on both sides of the border say the 
new efforts have been devised to get around 
Mexican laws that prohibit foreign military and 
police from operating on its soil, and to 
prevent advanced American surveillance 

technology 
from falling 
under the 
control of 
Mexican 
security 
agencies with 
long histories 
of corruption. 



By GINGER THOMPSON of the 
New York Times 

Eric Schmitt contributed reporting. 
http://www.nytimes.com/20 1 1 /08/ 
07/world/07drugs.html?_r=l&pag 
ewanted=print 
August 6, 2011 



tens of millions of dollars from 
the Defense Department. They 
also come a year before 
elections in both countries, 
when President Obama may 
confront questions about the 
threat of violence spilling over 
the border, and President Felipe 
Calderon's political party faces 
~ a Mexican electorate that is 
almost certainly going to ask why it should 
stick with a fight that has left nearly 45,000 
people dead. 

The United States has trained nearly 4,500 
new federal police agents and assisted in 
conducting wiretaps, running informants and 
interrogating suspects. The Pentagon has 
provided sophisticated equipment, including 
Black Hawk helicopters, and in recent months 
it has begun flying unarmed surveillance 
drones over Mexican soil to track drug 
kingpins. 

Still, it is hard to say much real progress has 
been made in crippling the brutal cartels or 
stemming the flow of drugs and guns across 
the border. Mexico's justice system remains 
so weakened by corruption that even the most 
notorious criminals have not been 
successfully prosecuted. 

"The government has argued that the number 
of deaths in Mexico is proof positive that the 
strategy is working and that the cartels are 
being weakened," said Nik Steinberg, a 
specialist on Mexico at Human Rights Watch. 
"But the data is indisputable — the violence is 
increasing, human rights abuses have 



Violence: No one is safe 

Every day at least 25 people in Mexico die due to drug-related homicides. (3) The pace of the killings is only escalating 
as the rate ascends to one death every 35 minutes. This means more than half the 22,000 dead were killed in just the past 
18 months. (3) 

In earlier years, the violence was concentrated in Mexico's northern border regions. In 2010 violence spread to other 
regions including Tamaulipas which is now one of the deadliest parts of the country. The jump in violence in 2010 is 
largely attributed to rifts between formerly allied cartels. (2) This caused an eruption of violence in eastern parts of 
Mexico which had been relatively unaffected by the violence before. Now, drug cartels control most of the country. 

The violence grows more brutal as the conflict between gang members has transformed into a contest of cruelty. One 
gang in Acapulco removes the faces of its victims while another in Monterrey hangs live victims upside down from 
bridges and kills them my shooting bullets from below (3). There are also reports of beheadings, explosions, 
suffocations, death by blunt force, the murdering of family members and all sorts of torturing before victims are killed. 

Dozens of mass graves were uncovered in April 2011 .In Tamaulipas, 1 7 bodies were found. State officials say that as 
many as 1 22 of the victims were passengers pulled off buses at drug cartel roadblocks on the major highway to the 
United States. (5) Evidence suggests that many of the dead are Mexicans and Central American migrants traveling to the 
United States to work. Only a few of the bodies have been identified. (5) In May 2010. Mexican authorities found 55 
decomposing bodies in an abandoned silver mine outside the town of Taxco. Local morgues are overwhelmed by the 
number of bodies that come in every day. (6) More than 70% of homicides go unsolved. (7) Mexican investigators 
continuously send the wrong cadavers home to families for burial. (7) 

Bribed military and police officers conduct violence on behalf of the cartels. Others carry out forced disappearances, 
acts of torture and illegal raids in pursuit of drug traffickers. (8) Mexican security forces have long had a spotty human 
rights record, but the growing number of abuse allegations have grown since President Felipe Calderon put the military 
in charge of the drug war in December 2006. According to political leaders, residents and human rights monitors, in 
many of the country's most violent and cartel-ridden regions, the army raids private residences without search warrants, 
detains people it believes to be suspects and holds them on military bases in violation of Mexican law. (8) In the state of 
Michoacan, investigators with Mecxico's National Human Rights Commission concluded the army had committed 
abuses against 65 people over three days — including several cases of torture and the rape of two girls — after five 
soldiers were killed in an attack in May 2007." (8) The army is also taking this opportunity to crack down on leftists like 
the Revolutionary Army of Insurgent People. The Washington Post reported in July 2009 that, "The soldiers arrived in 
three Humvees in the mid-morning, according to residents. Wielding G-3 assault rifles, they began to fire on the town, 
said residents, who later collected dozens of shell casings from 7.62mm ammunition they said was used in the attack. 
Most of the men of Puerto Las Ollas literally ran for the hills, escaping into the dense forest." The army conducted a 
raid on the village, claiming that the organization is tied to drug traffickers (8) yet no evidence supports these claims. 

Government officials argue that the steep number of deaths in Mexico is proof that the government's strategy is working 
and that the cartels are weakening. However, the data is indisputable: violence is increasing, consumption and 
trafficking remain steady, human rights abuses have skyrocketed, and accountability both for officials who commit 
abuses and suspected criminals is at an all time low. (1 ) 

1 . The War on Drugs and the Mexican Movement to End It http: //www.narconews.com/Issue67/article448 1 .html. 2. Q&A: Mexico's Drug-related Violence 

http: //www.bbc.co.uk/news/world-latin-america-10681249 . 3. Just an Ordinary Day of Death in Mexico's War on Drug Trafficker http://online.wsj.com/article/SBl 

0001 424053 1 1 1 90478740457652841347961 4524.html. 4. Mexican Drug War Toll Rises with Mass Graves 

http://www.ft.eom/cms/s/0/51 244962-6d08-ll e0-83fe-001 44feab49a,s01=l ,html#axzzlXCvtuWrY. 5. Mass Graves in Mexico Reveal New Levels of Savagery 

http: //www. washingtonpost.com/world/mass-graves-in-mexico-reveal-new-levels-of-savagery/20 1 1 /04/23/AFPoasbE_story.html 

6. Mexico Mass Grave in Abandoned Mine has 55 Bodies http: //www.bbc.co.uk/news/1 0260789. 7. Drug War Bodies Expose Flaws in Mexican 

Forensics http://www.reuters.com/article/201 1 /07/05/us-mexico-forensics-idUSTRE76445Z201 1 0705 8. Army Using Torture to Battle Drug 

Traffickers, Rights Groups Say http: //www.washingtonpost.com/wp-dyn/content/article/2009/07/08/AR20090708041 97.html 
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How much money does the War on Drugs 
cost the U,S. each year? 



The first drug-lighting budget was $100 million 
Now il's 150 limes thai. 





'*.• Prpprceit Budget tor liscal yea f 
j^ Mil Ihe Obanu Adminislralion 

15.6 




Fraud 




'The Drug War's true purpose was to destroy 
peoples' movements and uphold repressive 
power structures in the the US and the Western 
Hemisphere. 



THE ROOTS OF 
FAILURE: 

THE US MILITARIZES 
LATIN AMERICA 

RACIST HISTORY OF 
US DRUG LAWS 

THE ECONOMICS OF 
THE DRUG WAR 

ARMS: SECURITY 
FOR WHOM? 



Stop the Violence, 
Treat the Causes, 
Empower Communities 



An expensive failure 



The Drug War has been a hole in the pocket of US taxpayers since 1971 .It has drained billions of dollars 
out of our budget and into the pocketbooks of non-governmental defense contractors. 

Article: 

Senate Report: The Latin America War on Drugs has "Largely Failed" 

by Stephen Webster 

A U.S. Senate subcommittee report this week called into question efforts to curb drug exports from Latin 
America, suggesting that billions in tax dollars had been wasted in no-bid contracts with no oversight on 
how the money was being spent or whether efforts were succeeding. 

The report comes just a week after a panel of formerly high-ranking officials — including the former 
presidents of Switzerland, Colombia, Mexico and Brazil, along with a former U.N. Secretary General, a 
former U.S. Secretary of State, the prime minister of Greece and the former U.N. High Commissioner for 
Human Rights — called for the drug war to shift its focus from enforcement and interdiction to medical 
treatment and harm-reduction policies, [see pg 18 for details] 

"It's becoming increasingly clear that our efforts to rein in the narcotics trade in Latin America, especially 
as it relates to the government's use of contractors, have largely failed," Sen. Claire McCaskill (D-MO), 
chair of the Senate Subcommittee on Contracting Oversight, said in a media advisory. "Without adequate 
oversight and management we are wasting tax dollars and throwing money at a problem without even 
knowing what we're getting in return." 

McCaskill's report also comes after the Government Accountability Office (GAO) found last month [May 
2011] that the U.S. government has no centralized archive of contracts relating to the drug war and doesn't 
conduct studies to ensure those expenditures are appropriate or successful. 

The McCaskill report indicates that U.S. taxpayers have shelled out over $3 billion for work and 
equipment related to the drug war in Latin America from 2005-2009, and most of that money went to 
private contractors. 

McCaskill launched the inquiry after looking into counternarcotics efforts underway in Afghanistan. 
However, neither the Department of Defense nor the State Dept. were able to provide adequate 
documentation on their contracts and in many cases could not even identify firms that were given millions 
in tax dollars. 

Five major defense contractors recieved the bulk of drug war contract spending: Raytheon, Lockheed 
Martin, DynCorp, ARINC and ITT. Out of all the firms, DynCorp benefitted most, winning $1.1 billion. 

Most of that sum can be attributed to spending on aircraft, largely centered in Colombia. The U.S. and 
Colombian governments have been working together on counter-narcotics issues in recent years, with U.S. 
troops stationed on Colombian military installations allegedly to operate drone aircraft. U.S. law 
enforcement also utilizes aircraft to spray herbicides on Latin American countries in hopes of eradicating 
cocaine and marijuana crops, despite protests from native populations who say the chemicals taint their 
water supplies. 



Other strange contracts noted in the report include an 
Alaskan company that was paid $37 million to provide 
meals in Bolivia, and $2.1 million that went to 
"miscellaneous foreign contractors" in Bolivia for the 
purchase of pick-up trucks. 

The Defense Department provided no additional 
information on the trucks, what they are used for or who 
they were purchased from. 

The report also noted that many of the contracts were 
awarded on a no-bid basis, and officials at the 
Department of Defense admitted their record-keeping 
process was "inconsistent" and "error prone," with staff 
often overwhelmed by the sheer number of outgoing 
contracts. 



Five major defense 

contractors recieved the 

bulk of drug war contract 

spending: Raytheon, 

Lockheed Martin, 

DynCorp, ARINC and ITT. 

Out of all the firms, 

DynCorp benefitted most, 

winning $1.1 billion. 



http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/10/senate-report-war-on-drugs-faiied/ 

Original Senate Report: http://mccaskill.senate.gov/files/documents/pdf/CNReportFINAL.pdf 
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Drug use & trafficking hasn't been curbed 

A panel of former high ranking world officials issued a report ... calling for an end to 
the global war on drugs and a move toward policies that treat addiction as a health 
problem instead of as crime. 

Commissioners who spoke to reporters ... all called for industrialized nations to 
begin experimenting with policies proven to reduce crime, undermine the black 
market and discourage consumption. 

"It is important to have this debate at the level of civil society -- to create an 
atmosphere that it is possible to take the bold steps ahead," one commissioner 
said. 

http://www.rawstory.com/rs/2011/06/02/high-ranking-group-urges-an-end-to-d rug- 
prohibition/ 



WHO SAID THE DRUG WAR IS A FAILURE? 
THEY DID: 



» Asma Jahangir, human rights activist, 

former UN Special Rapporteur on 

Arbitrary, Extrajudicial and Summary 

Executions, Pakistan 

» Carlos Fuentes, writer and public 

intellectual, Mexico 

» Cesar Gaviria, former President of 

Colombia 

» Ernesto Zedillo, former President of 

Mexico 

» Fernando Henrique Cardoso, former 

President of Brazil 

» George Papandreou, Prime Minister of 

Greece 

» George Shultz, former Secretary of State, 

United States 

» Javier Solana, former European Union 

High Representative for the Common 

Foreign and Security Policy, Spain 

» John Whitehead, banker and civil servant, 

chair of the World Trade Center Memorial, 

United States 

» Kofi Annan, former Secretary General of 

the United Nations, Ghana 

» Louise Arbour, former UN High 

Commissioner for Human Rights, president 



of the International Crisis Group, Canada, 
» Maria Cattaui, Member of the Board, 
Petroplus Holdings; former Secretary- 
General of the International Chamber of 
Commerce, Switzerland 
» Marion Caspers-Merk, former State 
Secretary at the German Federal Ministry of 
Health, Germany 
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